Forward in Faith

March 18, 2007

Good morning. | am speaking to you on behalf of the FIF leadership team



Dr. Robert Newton

The Mission of God
March 9, 2007

On March 9, as part of our FIF strategic planning process, Dr. Robert Newton, our
district President, came to speak to us on the Mission of God, and our calling as a
church in today’s society. The FIF team felt that what he had to say was extremely
important for our congregation to hear, especially as we think about the mission of
St. John’s for the future.



DN
Two Questions

How do we view the world around us?
What is our relationship to this world?

He said that as we seek to put together a vision for the future we need to answer
two questions:

1. How do we see the world around us?

2. How do we see our relationship to that world around us? Or what is our role in
that world?



» I
Three Presentations

The world around us
Our relationship to the world around us

What does this mean for our future
ministry?

Based on these two questions the FIF team will make three presentations.

*This morning we will discuss the world around us. How has our society changed?
And what does this mean for our church?

*Next Sunday, March 25, we will talk about our relationship to the world around us.
What is our role in this changed society? And we will look at how God has called us
as His servants at this time for this Napa community.

*Sunday April 1, we will discuss what all this means for our future ministry. Are we
called to build up St. John’s? Or are we called to change the community in the
name of Christ?



Here is a brief clip of Dr. Newton’s presentation.
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The World Around Us

So, who are we in relation to the world? Are we in a pre-churched society, a
churched society, or a post-church society? We were a churched society but we
have now moved into a post-church society.
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Why does this matter?

The most influential people are the cultural
insiders

When the church is a cultural insider, the
Gospel spreads

Why does this matter? Because the most influential people are the cultural insiders.
They know and speak the language, they have credibility and people listen to them.
When the church is a cultural insider, the Gospel spreads.



Pre-Churched Society

Traditional Mission Field
The Church is a cultural outsider
What is the church like?

The Church is focused on reaching the lost

The Church grows through the work of lay
evangelists

Pre-Churched Society

A pre churched society is the traditional mission field. A society where there are
few if any believers. Like Paul going to Asia, or President Newton going to the
Philippines. The church or the missionary is a cultural outsider and has no
credibility with the society. Growth only starts happening when the cultural insiders,
or lay converts, start speaking the gospel to their own people. This is what is
happening in today in India, China, and Africa.

What is the church like in this society? It focuses on reaching the lost. And lay
people are doing the work of evangelizing because they are the cultural insiders.
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The Churched Society

What many of us grew up with
The Church is the cultural insider
People are attracted to the church
The unchurched are the outsiders
What is the church like?
Ministers to the members
Focuses on the work of the pastor

Churched society:

This is what many of us grew up with. The church is an important and respected
part of the community and has great influence and credibility with society. President
Newton mentioned that not too long ago, Napa would completely shut down for
three hours on Good Friday to allow people to go to worship. Think of how the
church and the Bible have shaped Western art and music. In this society the church
is the cultural insider. People are attracted to the church because it is central to the
community and the unchurched people are the outsiders. There is strong loyalty to
the local congregation and denomination. The church is largely focused on its own
members and the ministry is focused on the work of the pastor, not the lay people.
The pastor does the outreach because he is a well respected cultural insider. There
is also great emphasis on the structure and programs in the church.
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The Post-Churched Society

Our society NOW

What has changed?
The church is now a cultural outsider
Society no longer values the church’s role
People are no longer attracted to the church

Pastor has limited credibility outside the
church

Post-Churched Society:

We have moved into this context within the last generation. What has changed?
The church is now the cultural outsider. We have lost our credibility and influence
within society. The Ten Commandments are taken out of the court houses, no
prayer is allowed in school, and Napa no longer shuts down for Good Friday
services. Society no longer values the church’s role and it has become irrelevant to
them. People are no longer attracted to the church the way they were in the 50’s
and 60’s, because it was the social center of the community. Unchurched people
are attracked to our school, not because of the church, but because it is a school.
The pastor no longer has credibility or much respect outside of the church and so
has limited abililty to minister to the lost. Unchurched people tend to stay away from
the clergy.
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The Post-Churched Society

What does this mean for the church?

Realize that the society has changed . . . and
SO must we.

Become outward focused, instead of inward
Build bridges to the community
Rely on the ministry of Lay People

What does this mean for the church?

We must stop operating as though we are still in a churched society. We are now
living in a mission field. 85% of churches in North America are at a plateau or
declining. We need to be more outward focused, not inward. We must go out into
the community, focused on reaching the lost, not expecting them to come to us.
Because the clergy are now cultural outsiders, the lay people of the church need to
minister to the community. We need to change the way we are thinking about
church and our personal roles in the church body.

11



" I
Next Sunday’s Presentation

Our relationship to the world around us

Called to be priests to the Post-Church
Society

What does this mean? We will say more about this next week as we look at how
we are called to be priests to the post-churched society.
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